
Butia capitata
(Pindo Palm)
This cold-hardy, single-trunked palm is easily recognized by its rounded canopy of blue-grey, strongly-recurved,
graceful fronds which curve in toward the trunk. The heavy, stocky trunks are covered with persistent leaf bases.
Large, showy clusters of orange-yellow, juicy, edible fruits, the size of large dates, are produced and often used to
make jams or jellies. The fruit, ripening in summer, can be messy on sidewalks or patio. This slow-growing palm
eventually will reach 8-10 m  tall and is attractive as a freestanding specimen or grouped with other palms. Most are
seen smaller than this since growth rate is very slow. Plant 3-4 m apart as a street tree and they can be planted
beneath power lines due to slow growth and small size.

 
Landscape Information

Plant Image

French Name: Palmier à vin, Palmier abricot
Pronounciation: BEW-tee-uh  kap-ih-TAY-tuh
Plant Type: Palm
Origin: Brazil
Heat Zones: 7, 8, 9, 10
Hardiness Zones: 8, 9, 10
Uses: Specimen, Mass Planting, Container,
Edible, Pollution Tolerant / Urban
Size/Shape
Growth Rate: Slow
Tree Shape: oval
Canopy Symmetry: Symmetrical
Canopy Density: Open
Canopy Texture: Coarse
Height at Maturity: 5 to 8 m
Spread at Maturity: 3 to 5 meters
Time to Ultimate Height: 10 to 20 Years
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Botanical Description
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Foliage
Leaf Arrangement: Spiral
Leaf Venation: Parallel
Leaf Persistance: Evergreen
Leaf Type: Odd Pinnately compund
Leaf Blade: 30 - 50
Leaf Shape: Linear
Leaf Margins: Entire
Leaf Textures: Rough
Leaf Scent: No Fragance
Color(growing season): Blue-Green
Flower
Flower Showiness: True
Flower Size Range: Over 20
Flower Type: Panicle
Flower Sexuality: Monoecious (Bisexual)
Flower Scent: No Fragance
Flower Color: Orange, White
Seasons: Spring
Trunk
Trunk Has Crownshaft: False
Trunk Susceptibility to Breakage: Suspected
to breakage
Number of Trunks: Single Trunk
Trunk Esthetic Values: Showy, Rough
Texture, Colored
Fruit
Fruit Type: Drupe
Fruit Showiness: True
Fruit Size Range: 1.5 - 3
Fruit Colors: Yellow, Orange
Seasons: Spring
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Horticulture Management
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Tolerance
Frost Tolerant: Yes
Heat Tolerant: Yes
Drought Tolerant: Yes
Salt Tolerance: Good
Requirements
Soil Requirements: Clay, Loam, Sand
Soil Ph Requirements: Neutral, Alkaline
Water Requirements: Low
Light Requirements: Full, Part
Management
Toxity: No
Invasive Potential: No
Susceptibility to Pests and Diseases: No
Pruning Requirement: No pruning at all
Fruit/ Leaves/ Flowers litter: No
Surface Rooting: No
Life Span: More than 50
Edible Parts: Fruit
Pests: Nematodes, Scales
Plant Propagations: Seed
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